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WRITING SAMPLES

The following pages contain three writing samples, each is proceeded by a page like this one 
explaining the context and giving further information about where the sample was published.

SAMPLE ONE

3 STEPS TO TELL SURREALISM FROM FANTASY FICTION

Blog post for writers seeking cBlog post for writers seeking craft and genre advice, originally posted on Eileen Wiedbrauk’s Blog and 
Eccentric Review. Employs keywords and search engine optimization. 

SAMPLE TWO

WHAT IS ‘SPECULATIVE FICTION’ AND HOW DO WE DEFINE IT?

Updated Updated version of a blog post that originally ran on WorldWeaverPress.com, intended to offer 
educational value to potential readers (customers) on genre terms, specifically those terms that the 
publisher used to define its content, also for education of writers seeking to submit material for 
publication. 

SAMPLE THREE

MAKING MEMOIR (Later retitled MAPPING MEMOIR)

TTextbook essay integrating visual components from Writing Beyond the Rules: Justaposition, 
Disruption, and Multiple Genres Edited by Joyce R. Walker and Kristin Denslow, 2nd Ed. 2009, intented 
for college classroom use. A version was later reprinted in the Illinois State University Writing Research 
Annual.
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3 Steps to Tell Surrealism from Fantasy Fiction 
Posted on May 15, 2017 by Eileen Wiedbrauk 

When I was a grad student 

getting my MFA, I took a 

verbal beating in workshop 

from a faculty member who 

was adamant that I was not 

only writing surrealism, but 

that I was 

writing bad surrealism. I 

brought up that surrealism 

hadn’t been my goal. He told 

me that didn’t matter. It was 

frustrating. 

Further frustrating was that I 

didn’t know what the 

difference was between 

surrealism and fantasy at the 

time. Heck, I was fuzzy on 

the very definition of 

surrealist fiction! 

So like any good grad student, I went home and googled it. 

The search results brought back a list of authors (most of whom I didn’t know and hadn’t heard 

of) and novel and story titles (I wasn’t a fan of the few I had read). 

I was not enamored. 

And I still didn’t have a good working definition of why contemporary literary fantasy was 

different from surrealist fiction. 

A few years later I would stumble across a great essay on fantasy writing by one of the masters 

of speculative fiction Ursula K. Le Guin. Her essay is titled “The Critics, the Monsters, and the 

Fantasists” and it can be found in the back of Peter S. Beagle’s anthology The Secret History of 

Fantasy. In it she gives the clearest explanation of the differences between fantasy and 

surrealism that I’ve yet to see. 

To paraphrase: 

STEP ONE: Start with Realism 

https://eileenwiedbraukblog.wordpress.com/2017/05/15/3-steps-to-tell-surrealism-from-fantasy-fiction/
https://eileenwiedbraukblog.wordpress.com/author/speakcoffee/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ursula_K._Le_Guin


Realism (or realistic fiction) operates in the known world using the rules of the known world. 

Rules such as physics. 

Gravity is a constant, uniform force on the surface of the earth, and when it rains the 

precipitation is predominantly water. 

STEP TWO: Alterations to Reality Cause Surrealism 

Take the rules of reality and subvert some of them. Or many of them. The result is surrealist 

fiction. 

Now we have a world where it occasionally rains goldfish for no identifiable reason. And 

occasionally those goldfish rain back up into the sky instead of falling down under the normal 

rules of gravity. 

STEP THREE: Re-impose New Rules to Achieve Fantasy 

If realism is the rules of reality, and surrealism is inverting or subverting rules of reality, then 

fantasy fiction is subverting certain rules of reality and replacing them with a new set of rules 

created by the fantasy writer. 

Now we have a world where a wizard with a wand to channel magic can cause Cloud-Fish (a 

known species of goldfish that live inside rainclouds) to precipitate out. She can also remove her 

spell from the Cloud-Fish and they’ll “swim” back up through the air to their preferred 

environment. But if the wizard loses her wand she can’t do any magic (another rule). 

I often think of the difference between realism, surrealism, and fantasy as if I were holding 

the story right side up in my hands—one hand beneath, one hand above, like you have your 

hands under the stomach and on top the back of a pet rabbit. Then I flip the rabbit over—when a 

rabbit is upside-down like this, you can cut its claws because the pressure in its skull has changed 

so the rabbit won’t move. When a story is upside-down like this, it’s surrealism. Then I flip the 

rabbit/story back over. Righted again but shaken, it’s fantasy. 

And if you ever catch me in person or when I’m giving a writing lecture, ask me to tell this story. 

It comes with extravagant hand gestures and a further explanation of bunny physiology. 
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What Is ‘Speculative Fiction’ and How Do We Define It? 
 

Posted on May 1, 2017 by Eileen Wiedbrauk 

 

What is speculative fiction? Is speculative fiction science fiction? Is science fiction 

speculative? Does speculative fiction include fantasy—what about urban fantasy, high fantasy, 

epic fantasy? Is Game of Thrones speculative fiction, or is Star Trek, or True Blood? If I enjoyed 

watching Guardians of the Galaxy that couldn’t be speculative fiction because it’s based on a 

comic book, right? Or is it that…? 

It’s okay. There are so many genre terms that it’s not unusual to have questions or to stumble 

into confusion when someone adamantly tells you that Thing-They-Love-X could never be in the 

same genre as Thing-They-Hate-Y. 

Thankfully, the definition of speculative fiction simple: Speculative fiction is any 

storytelling possessing elements that aren’t feasible based on modern technology or 

elements that cannot be explained by modern science. 

This includes magic, ray guns, the supernatural, premonitions, flying dragons, downloading 

your consciousness into a computer, AI, talking to ghosts, time travel, vampires, clockwork 

beings, alien life forms, ships that hop and skip around the universe, and just about anything that 

we don’t have a ready explanation of. 

Speculative fiction is a catch-all term.  

Instead of having to sub-divide science fiction from fantasy, or define the hybrid baby, science-

fantasy, or to separate high fantasy from urban fantasy, or parse out magic-based systems from 

non-magic systems, or try to figure out just where “weird stories” end and slipstream begins… 

we can just say it’s speculative fiction. 

Having a term to encompass everything makes sense: rarely have I found a fan of science fiction 

and/or fantasy who will only read a certain subset of the genre. Genre readers read, read a lot, 

and read across boundaries. Bookstores understand this. They don’t keep the science fiction 

away from the fantasy; they’re all mixed up on the same shelves. 

Surprisingly, I’ve heard people disparage the use of the term 

“speculative.” 

First, I need to be clear: Speculative fiction is not a pejorative term. 

https://eileenwiedbraukblog.wordpress.com/2017/05/01/what-is-speculative-fiction-and-how-do-we-define-it/
https://eileenwiedbraukblog.wordpress.com/author/speakcoffee/


Some of these people believe that the term is an attempt to sanitize genre fiction of its less-than-

highbrow historical association with the pulp press. Or they consider the term “speculative 

fiction” an attempt to bring sci-fi into the mainstream. Others believe that speculative fiction is 

yet another subset of sci-fi. 

None of these things are true. 

Speculative fiction is not a disparaging, belittling, or sub-dividing term. It is a catch-all. A short 

cut. One that we can put to good use. 

Speculative fiction is a big wide river. 

Back when I was Editor-in-Chief of World Weaver Press, a small press publishing—you guessed 

it—speculative fiction, our content guidelines were over 500 words long. And that’s just in 

regard to content—those 500 words didn’t even begin to take into consideration the formatting 

guidelines and submission methods. I think we eventually whittled it down a bit, but it still 

wasn’t short. That’s over 500 words to explain where in the river of speculative fiction World 

Weaver Press stood in the river of speculative fiction. 

It’s a big, wide river. 

Having a shortcut to describe the whole river instead of always having to refer to it as the 

current, the rapids, that little slow moving pool off there to the side where the fish tend to gather 

— is a good thing. 

Speculative fiction gives us a way to talk about uncategorizable 

things. 

Using the term “speculative fiction” also allows us to understand where certain works fall 

in terms of genre when they aren’t overtly in any other category. Stories that do not operate 

strictly within the known rules of our reality but don’t seem like any other science fiction or 

fantasy we’ve ever seen. The TV show Lost is a great example of this. 

When I first came to Lost, I thought it was just a bunch of people shipwrecked on a tropical 

island—a story that would completely obey the rules of our reality. 

But it quickly became clear that this show most certainly did not obey the rules of our reality. It 

wasn’t like any piece of science fiction or fantasy I’d previously seen, but it was most certainly 

in possession of speculative story elements. 

Speculative fiction Venn diagram time. 



 

In this diagram, the blue of speculative fiction encompasses fantasy, science fiction, the area of 

fiction where the two overlap, and a bunch of the nebulous space outside of sci-fi and fantasy—

dystopia and alternate history, for example. Speculative fiction also encompasses some but not 

all of the genre of horror. 

Much horror is speculative in nature: poltergeists, demonic possession, satanic ritual, viruses that 

make people into brain-eating zombies, personified-Death coming to get you, aliens bursting out 

of your stomach and eating you. 

But horror doesn’t necessarily need speculative elements to be horrifying. 

Think of the 1973 horror film The Wicker Man. (I’ve not seen the 2006 remake, so let’s go with 

the older version.) There’s an island of people off the coast of England who lure a detective onto 

their island, then after an appropriate amount of suspense, they shove him into a giant wicker 

cage (shaped like a man) and burn him alive. 

Horror? Definitely. 

Speculative? Nope, not really. 

Every single thing they did can be explained by the rules of our reality—no one had magic 

wands or the ability to travel time or space instantaneously. No demons sprang up from the earth 



to tell the islanders to kill the detective. They did it because they’d always done it. It was ritual. 

A horrifying ritual but not one that encompassed any speculative elements, putting it firmly 

outside the definition of speculative fiction. 

— 

A version of this post originally appeared on World Weaver Press’s website in 2012. 

 

http://www.worldweaverpress.com/blog/what-is-speculative-fiction
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WRITING SAMPLE THREE

MAKING MEMOIR (Later retitled MAPPING MEMOIR)

Textbook essay integrating visual components from Writing Beyond the Rules: Justaposition, 
Disruption, and Multiple Genres Edited by Joyce R. Walker and Kristin Denslow, 2nd Ed. 2009, intented 
for college classroom use. A version was later reprinted in the Illinois State University Writing Research 
Annual.

The goal of these textbooks was The goal of these textbooks was to shake up the way students learn about writing, occasionally 
through disruptive or counter-intuitive means. Also to assist in commonly assigned projects such as 
essays about personal experience (memoir), research papers, or argumentative essays.

As in each of the previous samples, the graphics were of my design as well as the copy.
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S e c t i o n  T w o

Pursuing an MFA in fiction writing, 
Eileen Wiedbrauk writes, studies, 
teaches and practically lives at 
WMU. When not on campus she’s 
most likely to be found feeding her 
coffee addiction. Whether it’s made 
at home, purchased from an all-
night diner in a slightly greasy 
brown mug, or a fancy barista-
made drink, she believes all coffee 
is good coffee. Her full syllabus, 
samples of writing, and blog—
titled Speak Coffee to Me, of course—can 
be found at www.eileenwiedbrauk.com. She enjoys long 
walks on deserted beaches, snapdragons, and dark chocolate.

Eileen Wiedbrauk

Making Memoir
By Eileen Wiedbrauk
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FURTHER WRITING SAMPLES

Additional writing samples can be found on my blog and website.

      BLOG: eileenwiedbraukblog.wordpress.com

      WEBSITE: eileenwiedbrauk.com


